
Woolwich Polytechnic School for Boys History Curriculum 

Reading List 

Key Stage 3 

Any of the Horrible Histories Series  

The United Kingdom Today by Michael Gallagher 

The Making of the United Kingdom by P. Kennedy. 

Medieval Kingdoms by John Gillingham. 

Medieval Life by Andrew Langley 

The Danger Zone: Avoid being a Tudor Colonist by Jacqueline 

Morley  

Black and British: A Short, Essential History by David Olusoga 

Russian Revolution 1917 by A. Williams  

The French Revolution by Nicola Barber   

First World War by Barry Bates  

The Second World War by Pam Robson        

The Twentieth Century World by Fiona Reynoldson  

Holocaust by R. G. Grant. 

 

Key Stage 4 

Tudors by R. Hull.  

What they don’t tell you about Elizabeth I, her friends and relations by 

Bob Fowke.   

Crown and People 1500-1700 by Rosemary Kelly.   

Crime Through Time by John Townsend.  

Crime and Punishment by Kathy Elgin.  

The Penguin History of the United States of America by Hugh Brogan.  

Prosperity, Depression and the New Deal: The USA 1890-1954  by Peter 

Clements. 

Rise of the Nazis by C. Freeman.  

Weimar and Nazi Germany by Stephen Lee.  

Berlin Wall by R. G. Grant.  



 

 

Key Stage 5 

History: A very Short Introduction by John H. Arnold  

Empireland by Sanghera, Sathnam  

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yval Noah Harari 

A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson 

Making History by Christopher Culpin 

United States 1776-1992 by Derrick Murphy, Kathryn Cooper and 

Mark Waldron 

The Penguin History of the USA by Hugh Brogan 

 

  


