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Django Reinhardt was a famous jazz musician who was born in 1910 in Belgium into a Romani (Gypsy) 
family. He grew up travelling across Europe with his community, which influenced his music and style. 
Django learned to play the guitar from a young age, performing in clubs in Paris as a teenager. His Romani 
heritage played a key role in shaping what later became known as “Gypsy jazz,” a style of music that blends 
traditional Romani sounds with swing jazz.

When Django was 18, his life changed dramatically after a fire in his caravan left him with severe burns. 
Two fingers on his left hand were badly damaged, and doctors believed he would never play guitar again. 
However, Django showed incredible determination and taught himself to play in a new way, using mainly 
two fingers. This unique technique gave his music a distinctive sound and helped him become one of the 
most innovative guitarists of his time.

Django Reinhardt went on to achieve great 
success, performing across Europe and 
influencing musicians around the world. He 
remains one of the most important figures in 
jazz history and a powerful example of 
resilience and creativity. Today, he is 
celebrated not only for his musical talent but 
also as an important Romani cultural figure, 
highlighting the significant contributions of 
Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller communities to 
global culture..



How Django Reinhardt Invented Gypsy Jazz With Just Two Fingers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qbXJqb8pGLc&t=192s
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