
Improving Literacy: A Parents’ 
Guide



The Different Layers of Literacy

Children's literacy can be measured by 
their reading age, their ability to use 
challenging vocabulary or punctuation and 
the extent that they can produce a 
sophisticated, detailed piece of writing.

It is not just about reading! Literacy 
focusses on developing a student’s 
confidence to explain and elaborate 
within their work.



Confidence when writing

The vocabulary that students use within different 
subjects at school will not be words that they will 
immediately be familiar or comfortable using in 
their own word. However, the more they access 
texts that use this language, the easier they will be 
able to replicate this in their own work. Simply put? 
The words we use day to day are tier 1 words- we 
don’t speak as we need to write and so this is where 
work needs to be done.



Confidence when writing

At Key Stage Three and beyond, students are required to 
write in different styles and with increasing formality 
that they will not use when talking on a day to day basis.

In order to develop confidence in young people to use 
more sophisticated and subject-specific vocabulary when 
writing, they have to see examples of it on a regular 
basis. This is also the case when using both basic and 
advanced punctuation- the more examples that children 
see of this in use, the more straightforward it is for them 
to make sense of it and then use it in their own work.



Talk Around Reading to Raise Writing- Improving Your 
Child’s Literacy

Pie Corbett. Literacy Educational Consultant- Talk for 

Writing enables children to imitate the key language they 

need for a topic orally before they try reading and 

analysing it. Through fun activities that help them rehearse 

the tune of the language they need, followed by shared 

writing to show them how to craft their writing, children 

are helped to write in the same style. Schools that have 

adopted the approach have not only increased their 

children’s progress but have found that children and 

teachers alike love it. It not only works throughout primary 

schools from the early years to Year 6 but also in 

secondary schools where it is key to making literacy across 

the curriculum really work.



What Can I Do?
Encourage reading of 
ANY kind- it is just as 
important that your 
child reads for pleasure 
as well as the correct 
level to challenge 
themselves.

Motivate your child to 
ask questions about 
what they have read-
do they agree with the 
writer? Do they think 
the writing could be 
improved and how?

Have discussions 
around reading- this 
could be a news 
article, blog site, 
book (fiction or non 
fiction). 

Specify reading time 
and reward for this- for 
example, finding the 
film version of a book 
that they have read.


